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To the Editor

kS ’I‘hanks for your comprehen-
: “Chopper Issue

iseZ Nov-13,

_1997) Afew comments R
“~1:Realitiesof any-century ¢an
“be changed. If even slavery could
‘be abolished and women could
‘gain the vote, helicopters can be
‘banned from NYC - ‘what is re-
. quired is the political will to do so.
~ 2. The actual number of heli-
eopter flights over NYC in 1996 far
exceeds 150,000. There” were
| 169,000 ﬂxghts last .year from
Manhattan s four heliports,
Kennedy and LaGuardia airports
~and Floyd Bennett Field, plus an
- indéterminate number of over-
flights neither originating nor ter-
minating within city boundaries,
wluch no agency even tabulates,

- 3. While Ed Towns' office may
hot be receiving complaints on
Liberty's new route, we are - from
residents on both sides of the
Hudson, who tell us that areas near
the Hudson are inundated with he-
licopter noise. The notion that heli-
copters flying over the Hudson and
East Rivers are away from residen-
tial neighborhoods is a fallacy.

4. The only heliport in Manhat-
tan with federal funding, to my
knowledge, is the Downtown heh
port at Wall St.

5. The Hehcopter Noise Coali-
tion of NYC (HNC) has always ex-

the ban we seek on (non-emer-

-gencyw):helicopters over- NYC.land.

empted emergency flights from"

and waterways

"6. A no-fly zone is needed pré- b

cisely to prevent helicopters’

-originating elsewhere from flying |
over the city, ruining our lives in-

the process. -

7. HNC would welcome the op-
portunity to participate in the
City's Helicopter Master Plan, a
role so far denied us by the Mayor
despite our membership of over
16,000 residents and our high
proﬁle on this issue.

8. The problem has gone be-
yond voluntary compliance by he-
licopter pilots. HNC's recent Heli-

copter Noise Study documents,

how intrusive and potentially dan-
gerous these flights are to city
residents, even when pilots stick
to established routes. Besides,
past experience shows that volun-
tary compliance just doesn't work.

9. Kudos to Reps. Maloney et.
al. for introducing federal legisla-
tion to regulate this industry -
regulations desperately needed
and long-overdue, for a problem
that plagues not only major cities
but suburbs, rural areas and wil-

3*-‘.‘_ 10, %‘resorryxfsomepohhcmns

find HNC abrasive. We have had to

heliport precisely because polife en--
treaties to politicians to solvethe
helicgpter problem have fallerion
deaf ears for the past 20 years, ¥. 7
" 11, Our contention has a.lways
been that moving helicopter routes

hood merely shifts the problem and
is no solution. When neighborhood |
fights nelghborhood and borongh
fights borough, the hehcopter m
dustry is the victor. -
- Ultimately, helicopters are ﬁle
common enemy - they draw coin-
munity protest wherever they fly.
Helicopter flights over NYC lahd
and waterways threaten : ]
health, safety and well being ,A'
strong, _united community
sponse can ban helicopters frar
New York Cityskies. =~ *©
4 Smoerely,
Joy A. Held
President”
HelwopterNozse Coalitiondf
-NYC

- derness areas IGOARIIEIN T ol ”';{*I'.‘ﬁzabﬁ' Hﬁﬂg%'elﬂ

sue the city to close the E. 34th St |

from neighborhood to neighbor-{
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Politicians and activists
gathered at the West 30th
Street heliport on Monday.to

.- promote abill recently intro-
- duced in Congress

thiat
would empower the Federal
Aviation Administration .

(FAA) to regulate helicopter ! ’/'l’

3AHelp-put rstof) to the
problem of helicopter noise
and potential threats to safety
before it gets out-of hand,”

" wrote Maloney, Nad)er and

Towns in the Octobér 31
letter to their Congresslonal
caljeagues. “~

e Helicopter’ Noise

noise and safety. in New™ Control , and- Safety Act

York and other dities with7~ would allow “the F,
Testrict the day, Wi

populanons of more than

500,000." R4

If enacted the Hehcopter

" Noisé' Control and Safety .
- Act would give the FAA-
" authority to detérmine if the

aircraft-pose a threat to the

city’s -public health and -

welfare, and to develop a
plan to reduce that risk.

Put forth by New York
Congresspersons Carolyn
Maloney, Jerrold Nadler and
Edolphus Towns, the bill
would severely curtail heli-
copter overflights that some
activists, residents and poli-
ticians say have “long
plagued” New York City.

State and city officials are
now “powerless to control
the noise” emitted by the
thousands of helicopters that

. take -off, land and fly over

the city each day, maintain
the U.S. Representatives.
Only the federal govern-
ment, not local or state
agencies, can regulate air
space, Federal District Judge
Sonya Sotomayor ruled in a
January court decision that
angered city officials and
anti-noise activists.
- “The FAA [should] have
the authority to cut down on
the unsafe and noisy helicop-
ters that are chipping away

_ at our city’s quality of life,”

said Maloney. “We’'ve
already had several deaths in
the city because of helicopter
accidents. That is several too

- many.”

"Prior to Monday’s press

. . conference, the three dele-

gates solicited support for

“the bill from colleagues,
callmg helicopters “loudand
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T U LS O YA T Y Y & ‘."ib." N 3 }
TOWN & VILLAGE » THURSDAY, NOVEMEER 70,1597 =5

frequency of city takeoffs
landings and overflights, the
types. of helicopters used,
‘and the operations of partic-
ular heliports. -

_Under the law, city, state
and local agencies or heli-
port owners could submit

. regulatory plans to the FAA,

which would have the au-
thority to modify or imple-
ment them. Should the bill
become law, administrative,
emergency, media and mili-
tary helicopter operations
would be exempt from any

- restrictions.

“I am confident that this
bill will gather the support it
needs in Congress to pass
and make our city, and other
American cities, safe from
the noise and danger of
unregulated helicopters,”
said Maloney.

There have " been five
helicopter crashes, resulting
in five deaths, in New York
City since 1983.

“New York residents
report helicopters blasting
overhead every two minutes
during peak hours and dur-
ing days and weeks when
travel is heavy,”  stated

Maloney, Nadler and Towns "

in their plea for support.
“There has been a 23-per-
cent increase in helicopter

takeoffs and landings in New -

York City since 1991.” ;N :

That increase, say apti-
noise activists, has exacer-
bated a problem that the cny
has long ignored. N

“The 34th Street hehport
is [m violation] of the city’s
noise code every hour of

Five P36

-‘_.,. -

—— ’:’ i

‘every day itis. in Operano'n.

said Joy Held, president of
Helicopter -Noise Coalition
(HNC), a group of 15, 000

activists that sued the city in
.. June in an effort to close the .
Side heliport, - -and -
eventually eliminate all non-

“East .

emergency overflights in the
city. “Those standards go

‘back 18 years:™
- HNC .- 00mm1ssloned a

: .’ private . Environmghtal Im-
‘pact Stud Y on the 34th
Street heég%sm September

and October, learning that
-noise caused by helicopters
there was 12 times what city
codes allow. Held maintains
the findings of her group’s
EIS mirror those of a similar
one done by the city in 1995.

-“The city has noise codes
it refuses to enforce,” said
Held, who likened the city’s

_relationship with what she

calls a “renegade, rogue
helicopter industry” as the
“fox guardmg the hen-
house :

State Supreme Court Judge
George Daniels has said he
will decide shortly whether
he plans to render a decision
on the pending class-action
lawsuit (filed by - HNC,
Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney and Assemblyman
Steve Sanders, among oth-

ers) based on evidence al-.-
ready submitted by both

sides, set a hearing date to

review what’s already been

submitted, or set an open

hearing so he can call w1t;
nesses and. he%snmony, £

" “The 3¥m
’?"’"“ S,
gone 'ahead w1th its -

$488,000 helicopter master
_plan, currently being con-

;ducted* by ‘consultants Ed--
Waxds and Kelcey Engi- -

Béers L

."The lan, which encom-

.. Johnson Controls

s bill is 0. -
, M’M#\ S

. completed by early ne

“engare; hat >xj méem& ,

recaptire ¢ som‘e‘grﬁ‘easure ‘of
the peace and tranquilitythiat, -
has been’ taken"away, i
them by constant helicop er
activity,? said Nadler. .7 -
In April, Mayor Rudd‘}i)h’
Giuliani's - tentatively §n-
nounced his bid"for‘a clly-v
wide master plan on heli
ters, when .he resolved
close thee 60th Street heliport
(following a -fatal. cras§_»
there), .move its, operator,
(now
American Port Services) 5&0"
34th Street- (evicting i’
longtime operator, Natxonal'
Helicopter), and later open
another “mega-heliport” 4t'

" Pier 76 on the West Side. ;
- Since then, National has

been evicted, American has

*replaced them but 60tH™;

Street has yet to close. Ofﬁ-}
cials say the facility will &
remain open until the end of

the year. Y

National, which moved to i
the downtown heliport in .
August, was barred from the;
facility the following month
for failure to provide evi-
dence of insurance. il

Despite Giuliani’s pledge

" tocut helicopter traffic by up &

to 40 percent the cny has
l s X

ﬁ“ﬁ“&a&

- pdsses all facetsof the clty 'S

_long-term helicopter policy’

(mcludmghehport locations,

* operatipns and air traffic), is

Tunded by federal, state and.
city money, and should bel

Congfesswoman ,Cerolyn Maloney wants the FAA
*to begm regulatm,-gheﬁcopler trafftc over bng cmes
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power to regulate helicopters in large cities.

Congress urged to curb
city copter noise,

By Geoffrey Williams

Politicians and activists
gathered at the West 30th
Street heliport on Monday to
promote a bill recently intro-
duced in Congress that
would empower the Federal
Aviation Administration
(FAA) to regulate helicopter
noise and safety in New
York and other cities with
populations of more than
500,000.

If enacted, the Helicopter
Noise Control and Safety

Act would give the FAA
authority to determine if the
aircréft pose a threat to the
city’s public health and
welfore, and to develop a
plan Lo reduce that risk.

Pui forth by New York
Congresspersons Carolyn
Maloney, Jerrold Nadler and
Edolphus Towns, the bill
would severely curtail heli-
copter overflights that some
activists, residents and poli-
ticians say have “long
plagued” New York City.

State and city officials are

now “powerless to control
the noise” emitted by the
thousands of helicopters that
take off, land and fly over
the city each day, maintain
the U.S. Representatives.

Only the federal govern-
ment, not local or state
agencies, can regulate air
space, Federal District Judge
Sonya Sotomayor ruled in a
January court decision that
angered city officials and
anti-noise activists.

“The FAA [should] have
the authority to cut down on

anger

the unsafe and noisy helicop-
ters that are chipping away
at our city's quality of life,”
said Maloney. “We've
already had several deaths in
the city becausc of helicopter
accidents. That is several too
many.”

Prior to Monday’s press
conference, the three dele-
gates solicited support for
the bill from colleagues,
calling helicopters “loud and
dangerous.”

“Help put a stop to the

Continued on page 20
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Copters

Continued from page 1
problem of helicopter noise
and potential threats to safety
before it gets out of hand,”
wrote Maloney, Nadler and
Towns in the October 31
letter to their Congressional
colleagues.

The Helicopter Noise
Control and Safety Act
would allow the FAA o

restrict the day, time and
frequency of city takeoffs,
landings and overflights, the
types of helicopters used,
and the operations of partic-
ular heliports... .

Under the law, city, state
and local agencies or heli-
port owners could submit
regulatory plans to the FAA,
which would have the au-
thority to modify or imple-
ment them. Should the bil!
become law, administrative,

¢mergency, media and mili-
tary helicopter operations
would be exempt from any
restrictions.

“I am confident that this
bill will gather the support it
needs in Congress to pass
and make our city, and other
American cities, safe from
the noise and danger of
unregulated helicopters, ”
said Maloney.

There have been five
helicopter crashes, resulting

| e

LMJ.
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in five deaths, in New York
City since 1983.

“New York residenis
report helicopters blasting
overhead every two minutes
during peak hours and dur-
ing days and weeks when
travel is heavy,” stated
Maloncy, Nadler and Towns
in their plea for support.
“There has been a 23-per-
cent increase in helicopter
takeoffs and landings in New
York City since 1991.”

That increase, say anti-
noise activists, has exacer-
bated a problem that the city
has long ignored.

“The wa.E;.m:.nnn. ‘heliport
is [in violation] of the city’s
noise code every hour of
every day it is in operation,”
said Joy Held, president ol
Helicopter Noise Coalition
(HNC). a group of 15,000
activists that sued the city in
June in an effort to close the
Cast  Side  heliport, and
eventually climinate all non-
emergeney overflights in the
city.

HNC  commissioned
privatc Environmental Im-
pact Study (EIS) on the 34th
Street heliport in September
and October, learning that
noise caused by helicoplers
there was 12 times what city
codes allow. Held maintaing
the findings of her group’s
EIS mirror thosc of a similar
one done by the city in 1995,

State Supreme Court Judge
George Daniels has said he
will decide shortly whether
he plans to render a decision
on the pending class-action

“lawsuit  (filed by HNC,

Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney and Assemblyman
Steve Sanders, among oth-
ers) based on evidence al-
ready submitted by both
sides, set a hearing date to
teview what’s already been
submitted, or set an open
hearing so he can call wit-
nesses and hear testimony.
“The aim of this bill is to
ensure that city residents
recapture some measure of
the peace and tranquility that
has been taken away from

them by constant helicopter
activity,” said Nadler.

Despite Giuliani’s pledge
to cut helicopter traffic by up
to 40 percent, the city has
gone ahead with its
$488,000 helicopter master
plan, currently being con-
ducted by consultants Ed-
wards and Kelcey Engi-
neers.

The plan, which encom-
passes all facets of the city’s
long-term helicopter policy
(includingheliport locations,
operations and air traffic), is
funded by federal, state and
city money, and should be
completed by carly next
year.
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Noise Reducer
jos: Helicopter activist -
gi0: President of the Helicopter Noise
Coalition of New York City. The coa-
lition, which is concerned about the
noise and dangers caused by heli-
] copter traffic, wants to ban all non-
[ emergency flights over thecity. .
YEARS ON EAST SIDE: 30 T o

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS: The creation
of a united, city-wide grassroots
group to stop helicopter traffic. “We |
have put the industry and politicians
on notice and mobilized a city pro-
test.”

pHILOSOPHY: “It's gratifying to know that
community activism can still bring
results.” o
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i’ubhc lnput'-llttle on ‘copter plan .

{.‘qntmued from page 1

focused on four major is-’

~sues: helicopter noise, com-
smunity opposition, system

redistribution and regulatory

.anthonty, and safety consid-
jrations.
““Most mnoise complaints

have come from residents:
annoyed with sightseeing

flights over the Upper East
‘Side and Upper West Side,
Midtown, and Brooklyn
‘Heights, which can number
up to one every minute and a
‘half. The loudest doise
reading of the study, howev-
g1, was registered at a Roo-
sevelt Island home, at 90
decibels, despite it being far
from any city helipad.

Community opposition to
increased helicopter traffic
in the city has grown in
recent years, according to
the study, with politicians
signing on to class-action
litigation against the city and
heliport operators of city
helipads. Most citizens
groups opposed to such
overflights are calling for a -
complete ban of all non-*
.emergency helicopter ﬂxghts
in New York,.

A class-action lawsuit,

filed by Congresswoman

The city announced its:

‘master ~ plan program  in
April, and started  imple-
menting it before Edwards
and Kelcey began compiling
its'master-plan study.

- Since then, the 60th Street
heliport has been closed,
long-time 34th Street heli-
port operator National Heli-
copter was evicted, and the
city announced the closure of
the 60th Street heliport by
the end of the year, and the

possibility of a new “mega-

_heliport” at or near Pier 76
at West 30th Street.

Because the Downtown
heliport near Wall Street is
the only FAA-certified
facility in the city, safety
regulations cannot be im-
posed by the federal agency
on the city’s three remaining
heliports, according to the
study.

Edwards and Kelcey are
reportedly considering some
type of uniform regulations
to circumvent such a loop-
hole in citywide safety

rgmdehmas

~In addition, the Qlty has

“asked for waivers. from,‘the -
NYPD and:NYFD 5@) erect ’

Carolyn Maloney, Assem- »

blyman Steve Sanders, the
Helicopter Noise Coalition
(HNC), among others, calls
for the closure of the 34th
Street heliport.

In additionto those agamst .

helicopters and heliports in

general are those against the
cxty s master plan, and how

it’s being conducted. One

source, who wished to fe-
main anonymous, balked at
the city’s survey of public
sentiment - regarding the
master.plan, saying only 75
people were polled on the
issue (those who filled out
_questiorinaires at the original
September 18 meeting), as
opposed to more than 1,000
members of the helxcopter
industry.
"Tbere LR : 1) equlty here,”

_said the source

“external, free-standing fueI .
tanks at the 34th Stréet
heliport, insiders say, #a-
move thathas activists seeth-
ing. The city has alr

- been turned down for similar

tanks = at ‘the Downtown
hehport

Another part of the master
plan, aBrooklyn Naval Yard.
helicopter storage and repair
facility, is also being pushéd
by the city, sources $ay.
Such :a facility has béen
balked at by commuhity
activists bent on blocking
existing heliport acnvxtyand

.any future expansmn oﬁ,the

industry.

“All data collection md
research for the master-plan
study occurred between July
23 and October 17, and will
be released this week, upon .

‘request, to interested com-

munity boards, according to
sources close to the master—
plan study. _
The EDC’s second mfor-
mation meeting will be held
at the sécond-floor court-
room at Brooklyn Borough
Hall, at 209 Joralemon
Street at 6 p.m. on Tues-

“day, Decem er- 2r

Hw < p 37)
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munity (SAC), the SoHo Alliaticé- |

Study: Chopper Noise Serious Problem |zis:ssss:

. oy , . As this paper reported‘:&(
Noise Coalition Releases Long-Awaited Survey

weeks ago, US. Reps. Jegrold
BY M.L. MADISON

Nadler, Carolyn B. Maloney.anc -
: Edolphus Towns have joined ta)pro-
According to the results of a survey of helicopter noise, city residents have reason to be up in arms. pose legislation that would em:_
The survey, which was conducted by Cowan Acoustical Associates and released last week, found that thel power the Federal Aviation Admin- .
city-owned 34th Street Heliport is in constant violation of New York City noise standards and exceeds the
 |-allowable daytime noise levelsin | - '

istration (FAA) to issue helicopter
the New York City Noise Code. “Any sustained noise over 85 operating for more than 20 years

traffic and noise restrictions in ac-
cordance with the needs of any
The survey also found that the he- county or municipality of more
liport “exceeds the changes in
noise level that result in vigorous

community action” as docu-
mented in the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) guide-
lines, and that the noise levels
created “approach a hazardous
noise environment” that causes
permanent hearing loss over pro-
longed exposure.
“This study shows that heli-
{ copters emit noise at very danger-
ous levels,” said Joy Held, presi-
dent of the Helicopter Noise Coa-

decibels causes permanent hear-
ing damage, and when helicop-
ters take off and land they are
providing these levels of noise.”

Residents also worry that
when the city closes the 60th
Street Heliport at the end of the
year, as scheduled, the helicopter
traffic will be transferred to the
34th Street Heliport and make
dangerous noise levels rise even
higher, disturbing residents and
patients at the nearby New York
University Medical Center.

In addition, HNC claims that

Hwvc

without the required zoning per-
mit. HNG, whose goal is the com-
plete and permanent shutdown of
all commercial helicopter traffic
over New York City, released the
survey results as part of its class-
action nuisance lawsuit against
the city. Co-plaintiffs in the law-
suit include Maloney, State
Assemblymembers Steven Sand-
ersand Richard Gottfried, and five
community groups with 16,000
members — Manhattan East Com-
munity Association (MECA),
Roosevelt Island Residents’ Asso-

than 500,000 people.

Mary Black % & l
-at Town :
Hall 0§ -

Friday night, seep.16 ,

.ciation (RIRA), Sutton Area Com-

p 37 2
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Aviation International News

Midland Puark, N.J. December 1, 1997

Northeast helo ops fight for their lives

Characterizing the threatened
closure by the city of New York of
one or more heliports on the city’s
Manhattan Island as “a regional
problem with intemational implica-
tions,” the Eastern Regional Heli-
copter Council (ERHC) has hired a
full-time consultant and is seeking
increased donations from members
in an attempt to counter the deluge
of anti-helicopter sentiment in the
“Big Apple,” the city’s local nick-
name. With well-funded helicopter
opponents organized behind the ex-
pressed goal of banning all heli-
copter operations in the city, except
for emergency operations, ERHC
believes the situation has reached
“critical mass” and become a testing
ground for the entire industry.

The NYC heliport situation was
the main topic of discussion among
the approximately 75 people at
ERHC's annual meeting, held Octo-
ber 24 to 26 at Mystic Seaport in
Connecticut. Although a formal re-
view of the problem was not sched-
uled until the afternoon of the 25th,
the topic came up several times dur-
ing Informul discussions throughout
the weekend as well as during the
session on IFR-specific issues.
“What good are copter GPS ap-
proaches to us, if we can't land in
Manhattan,” voiced
one attendee, echoing
the feelings of many
of those present. “We
may as well start
looking for another
line of work now, be-
cause if the CEO
can’t ride his heli-
copter to the city, he's
not going to keep it.”

And as Matt Zuc-
caro, ERHC's new
consultant, stressed,
the NYC heliport
problem goes far be-
yond the northeast
region, where a ma-
jority of the nation’s
corporate helicopters
are concentrated.
“This is a testing ground for the heli-
copter industry, not just New York,”
he said.

“In other cities in the U.S. and in-
temationally,” he continued, “people
on both sides of the issue are closely
watching how this comes out. And
you better believe the anti-helicopter
people are better organized and
funded than we are. Via the Internet
and other media, the New York
group is in close and frequent con-
tact with like-minded groups in
Hawaii and the Grand Canyon.” Zuc-

Dick Dutson, ERHC chairman, is

caro, well known in the helicopter
community as a former chairman
(1990) of the Helicopter Association
Intemational (HAI), is president of
Zuccaro Industries, a New York-
based consulting firm,

History of Contention

Helicopter usage in New
York City goes back decades
and, with it, anti-helicopter sen- -
timent with its focus on noise,
privacy and safety. A significant
watershed event was the New
York Airways Sikorsky S-61L
accident atop the Pan Am build-
ing on May 16, 1977. One per-
son on street level was killed by
fragments of rotor blades after
the large twin-engine helicopter
rolled over on the skyscraper-
top heliport when its right main
landing gear collapsed. Since *
that time, roof-top helicopter
operations have been suspended
in the city.

Of the four riverside heli-
ports that evolved over the
years, two-the East 34th and
Lamt Othh Streel helipurin on Mag-
hattan’s east perimeter—are owned by
the city and managed by its Eco-
nomic and Development Corp.
(EDC). The West 30th Street Heli-

ERHC presented a plaque of appreciation to the New York City Police
Department crew who helped rescue pilots and passengers involved in
Colgate-Palmolive's BK 117 accident at Manhattan's East 60th Street
Heiiport. (L. to r) Herman Velez, copilot; Patrick Walsh, pilot; John Drzal,
scuba diver; Eric Tollefsen, scuba diver; and Richard Troche, crew
chief. Three of the four people survived the accident.

port on the Hudson River side of the
island is under the control of New
York State's Hudson River Conser-
vatory. Only the Wall Street Heli-
port, on the southeast end of the
island, was built with federal funds,
and it will revert to EDC control in
2006. The Wall Street Heliport is op-
erated by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey. Plans for other
heliports, including the use of a re-
tired aircraft carrier and a refur-
bished pier on the Hudson River,
have languished for lack of public

support and political will. Mean-
while, anti-helicopter emotions have
risen to a fever pitch.

For more than 25 years, ERHC
has worked to improve the safety

wid effiviency of helicopicr opern-
tions in the area, while striving to
maintain good relations with the
community. Current membership in-
cludes about 45 companies that op-
erate helicopters, 15
individual members
and ten associate
members.  Asked
about the source of
thz uurrent public
outcry against heli-
copters, board mem-
bers pointed to’ the
Helicopter Task
Force, organized of
disparate groups in
February 1996 by
Manhattan borough
president and this
year's unsuccessful
Democratic mayoral
candidate Ruth
Messinger.

In an effort to es-
tablish a dialogue to
help reach an equitable compromise,
the ERHC board attended the first
meetings of the Task Force. But after
a short period of time, the goal of the
Task Force changed from noise re-
duction to no less than the complete
elimination of helicopter traffic on,
over and around Manhattan. The
ERHC board decided dialogue was
no longer possible and stopped at-
tending the meetings. In 1997, a
grassroots anti-helicopter group
evolved under the leadership of
Manhattan resident and freelance

writer Joy Held. Called the Heli-
copter Noise Coalition, it is said to
have some 15,000 members. Al-
though a separate entity from
Messinger’s Task Force, the coali-

EASTERN
REGION
HELICOPTER

by
R. Randall
Padfield

How profonncs sinilsr gonis,

The fatal crash of Colgute-Palmo-
live's BK 117 at the East 60th Street
Heliport on April 15 fanned the al-
ready hot fire of anti-helicopter emo-
tions. Suddenly, closure of this
heliport became an issue, even
though the primary noise complaints
had previously been directed against
the frequent sight-seeing operations
conducted from the East 34th Street
Heliport by National Helicopters, a
subsidiary of Island Helicopters
which also operated the facility.

Then on August 13, the city
evicted National/Island from the
East 34th Street Heliport, over non-
payment of back taxes. The EDC
transferred control of the heliport to
Johnson Controls (now American
Port Services), which operates the
East 60th Street Heliport, with the
intention that 60th Street would be
closed by the end of the year. Na-
tional attempted to continue its sight-
seeing operations from Wall Street
Heliport, but was forced to stop due
to an insurance issue, and moved to
Linden Airport in New Jersey.

Both the 60th Street and 34th
Street Heliports are open for the time
being, but only 60th Street has fuel.
According to Pat Wagner, manager
of the 60th Street Heliport and now
34th Street, Island sealed off its in-
ground fuel tanks at 34th Street.
American Port Services has re-
quested permission to bring in a new
above-ground fuel system to the fa-
cility, but wants assurance from the

EDC that 34th Street won't be
closed arbitrarily in the near future.
So [ar, no such assurance has been
received. Each heliport continues to
operate on a one-month termination
permit, said Wagner, adding that
APS personnel are working extra
shifts to keep both heliports open.

The fate of East 60th Street Heli-
port is more uncertain. NYC Mayor
Rudy Giuliani has indicated his in-

tention to close it permanently
by the first of the year. If this
happens before a new fuel sys-
tem is installed at 34th Street,
fuel will be available on only
one heliport in the city-West
30th Street.
Although Wagner told the
. ERHC meecting that she ex-
pected the situation to cool
down after the November elec-
tions, Zuccaro disagreed. “We
have to face the fact that heli-
copters are an issue and the
issue is not going to go away.
This is not a joke. It's not &
drill.” He said, “There’s no
doubt in our minds that New
York City needs four heliports.
If one is closed, total traffic
doesn’t decrease. It just moves
to the remaining heliports, in-
creasing noise and congestion
and actually reducing safety in
thonse wronn,”” Tlehvopier wnltie figues
since the time National/lsland was
evicted from East 34th Street and the
heliport has been open for fewer
hours bear out this theory.

But the anti-helicopter coalition
doesn’t see it that way. For them,
closing one heliport is one step
closer to their ultimate goal of shut-
ting them all down. Said Joy Held,
executive director of the Helicopter
Noise Coalition, *“What makes more
sense? Flying a handful of fat cats
around in noisy machines while peo-
ple on the ground suffer from the
noise and pollution. Is that fair?"

Other specific goals of the orga-
nization include proposed state leg-
islation that would prohibit
heliports in urban areas and estab-
lish a $10,000 fine for landing in
heliports not possessing current
zoning permits (as is the case with
NYC'’s heliports); proposed federal
legislation that would require FAA
to restrict the airspuce and routes
used by helicopters in and around
NYC and other cities with more
than one million population; and the
indefinite cancellation of the pro-
posed Pier 76 Heliport (on the
Hudson River, which borders Man-
hattan’s West Side).

The eviction of National/ Island
Helicopters, far from appeasing the
Helicopter Noise Coalition, has
given it momentum. On the other
hand, the voluntary elimination of
East River and Central Park (a large
park in the center of Manhattan)

ERHC board members Heinz Graumann, Analar
Corp., and John Kadnar, Rocky Mountain Heli-
copters.

Board member Kristina Wetzel, AT&T, and Jay McGowen, Port Authority
newly elected board member, Cliff Whiting, manager of Wall Street Heliport
Gannett Companies. Also elected at the meet-  and ERHC board member.

ing were Diane Dowd, General Electric, and

John Fagan, NYC Police.

Steve Gray, ERHC board mem-
ber and former chairman, found
little chance for meaningful dia-
logue at the Helicopter Task
Force meetings he attended.

Cont

optimistic that membars will con-
tribute funds to support its efforts
to preserve the heliports and he-
licopter operations in NYC.

Hvep3v3




Aviution International News

7

Midland Park, N.J. December 1, 1997

Arlens Feldman, FAA regional adminis-
trator, Eastern Region, encouraged
CEOs to attend helicopter-noise meet-
ings in the Big Apple.

overflights by Liberty Helicopters,
another sight-seeing operator which
flies out of the West 30th Street
Heliport, has received some positive
reaction from local community
boards and politicians, according to
Zuccaro.

The problem is both complex
and ever-changing. And frustrating.
“If we voluntarily change routes
over one area, people in an-
other area begin to complain
about helicopter noise,” said
Dick Dutson, ERHC chair-
man, “The quickest and most
effective solution is to fly at
higher altitudes, but we are
limited to 1,100 fect over the
rivers near Manhattan and by
dense traffic when we request
higher altitudes in the area’s
Class B airspace.”

Two of ERHC's biggest
obstacles are getting the word
out to area helicopter opera-
tors and getting them to
comply with procedures
that-hopefully—help decrease
the antagonism against all he-
licopters. “ERHC is not a con-
wolling  agency,” Dutson
continued, “and at meetings
like this one, we're pretty much
preaching to the choir.”

Indeed, not present at the meeting
were representatives of a group con-
sidered by many to be the worst of-
fenders—the newscopters. Zuccaro
showed a video he took of a single-
engine television helicopter hovering
out of ground effect, but below the
tops of some Manhattan build-
ings—precisely the kind of flying that
generates the most angry complamls
from cny residents. “Where is this
guy going if he has an engine fail-
ure?” Zuccaro asked rhetorically.
“No one on the ground has been in-
jured since the New York Airways
accident, but all it will take is one ac-
cident on land and the whole city
will be shut down to helicopters.”

ERHC has earlier spoken with
television program directors and pi-
lots, und hus some sympathy for the
pilots. *The New York television sta-
lions are in a ratings war,” Zuccaro
said, “and the pilots are caught in the
middle. Some of the pilots indicated
that, if they don’t get close to a news
event, they're told the station will
find someone who will. In the long
run, though, they’re hurting us all.”

But ERHC members are not
without sin either. “One of the hard-
est things for us to defend is when
we're confronted with proof-tail
number, company name, time and
place—that one of our member’s he-
licopters has overﬂown a noise-sen-
sitive area,” said ERHC board
member Steve Grey. {To field com-
plaints, ERHC operates a Helicopter
Hotline, 888-ERHCINFO and 914-
353-6050, which asks the caller for

Pntncla Wagner, East 60th Street Heli-
port manager, said American Port Ser-
vices has requested longer opening
hours at East 34th Street.

just such information.] “Even if we
personally fly in a noise-friendly
way,” Gray said, “we are judged
guilty by association with those who
do not.”

*“Many pilots simply do not take
noise-sensitive areas seriously,”
echoed Zuccaro.

Dutson said, “I've said it before
and I'll say it again: the level of pro-

Lonney McCann, FlightSalety International, gave a
seminar he called an "Aeronautical Buffet” which
had nothing to do with new FSI owner Warren Buf-
fett or piloVsinger Jimmy Buftett, but was rather a
fact-filled "smorgasbord” of good-to-know aviation
information. Other educational seminars were pre-
sented by David Gwinn of Honeywell, "Airborne
Weather Radar Management,” and Gaylord Robin-
son of Aetna, "Low-visibility IFR Approaches.”

fessionalism of the helicopter pilots,
right here in New York City, will ul-
timately decide the fate of our indus-
try. We can either govern ourselves
or be governed.”

Light in the Tunne!?

Perhaps the only encouraging de-
velopment is the New York City He-
liport and Helicopter System Master
Plan, commissioned by the city on
July 1. Among the goals of this 20-
year, $340,000 strategic plan are “to
provide guidelines for heliport de-
velopment which will satisfy avia-
tion demand in a financially feasible
manner while at the same time ad-
dressing the aviation, environmental
and socioeconomic issues within the
community” and "o evatuale present
and future helicopter flight patterns
within New York City’s airspace and
determine whether they are adequate
from a safety, eﬂ'cnency and envi-
ronmental perspective.” Awarded to
the aviation planning firm of Ed-
wards and Kelcey Engineers, the
study is to be completed within 240
days of contract execution, i.e., by
Feb. 26, 1998.

Ironically, within a month of sign-
ing the contract for the study, Mayor
Giuliani indicated his intentions .0
close the East 60th Street Heliport,
“With such a study under way, why
are such critical decisions, such as
closing an essential heliport, that has
served the city for over 25 years,
being made without due considera-
tion to the true facts of the matter?”
Zuccaro asked in an August letter to
ERHC members. “The fact that it is
a mayoral election year is not help-

ERHC's special advisor Matt Zuccaro,
president of Zuccaro Industries, is
spearheading the council's Heliport and
Airspace Protection Program.

ing the situation.”

The issue has become so politi-
cally charged that no city politician
dares to speak out in favor of heli-
copter activity. According to one at-
tendee at the ERHC meeting, even
city planners avoid including heli-
ports in their plans because they
know they'll only cause problems.
As Zuccaro put it, "Helicopters are
press fodder for the politi-
cians.”

Indeed, when asked who
the ERHC considered its allies
in NYC, the board members
were at a loss to name anyone
of influence on their side. The
best they could offer was apa-
thy. “I think the majority of
people in Manhattan don't re-
ally care about helicopters ei-
ther way,” said Dutson. “If you
ask the man on the street how
many heliports the island has,
he probably has no idea.”

Suid Zuccaro, “The major-
ity of people I huave met and
talked to are decent, concened
citizens with legitimate issues.
They have realistic expecta-
tions and are willing to discuss
their concerns in a rational
manner.”

Stilt, Zuccaro and the ERHC
board see the master plan as perhaps
the best way to ensure the future of
helicopter operations in the city-al-
though they fear the light at the end
of the tunnel could end up being an
on-coming train. To counter the anti-
helicopter forces, they decided to

implement the “Helipont & Airspace .

Protection Program™ (HAPP).

The immediate goals of HAFP
are to gather data and information in
support of helicopter operations in
the city and to establish a perma-
nently staffed ERHC office. HAFP's
uitimate mission is to preserve the
heliports and airspace in the New
York area. ERHC members have
been reguested Lo respomd 1o 6 “vol-
untary dues assessment” to support
the effort, and an initial contribution
of $36,000 kicked off the fund drive.
The level of activity the council can
sustain will be determined by the
amount of support received.

ERHC'’s request for financial sup-
port from members is motivated, not
just because of financial need, but
also because the high-leve] execu-
tives, who arguably reap the most
benefit from NYC’s heliports, are re-
luctant to speak out publically in
favor of the heliports. “The owners
of corporations must come forward
at noise meetings,” asserted Arlene
Feldman, regional administrator of
FAA's Eastern Region, at the ERHC
meeting. “And they must speak to
the elected officials.”

What CEOs do behind the scenes
and how much influence they have
are, of course, other matters.

The current heliport issue may
be not only a watershed event for
New York city helicopter opera-
tions, but also a “crossroads for the
vouncil,” it the words of Dutson,
Over the lust few years, the annual
meeting has evolved from being a
gathering of “good ole S-76 drivers
hoping towina TV ina ruffle," to a
more serious event that includes ed-
ucational seminars. Now the coun-
cil has taken on the mantle of
“defender of the industry.”

According to Frank Jensen, HAI
president, HAI gave ERHC the lead
position on the NYC heliport issue,
at ERHC's request, “New York City
is their turf,” he said. “They're in the
front lines. They know the situation
and the people involved.” HAL as
well as the National Business Avia-
tion Association, are backing up
ERHC when requested. Two HAI
staffers, Richard Wright, director of
safety and flight operations, and

Scott DiBiasio, operations depart-
ment assistant, attended the meeting
in Mystic Seaport. An additionc
paint of contact is HAT board mem
ber Jim Church, who also serves o,
the ERHC board and as its 1FR ¢om-
mittee chairman.

Although optimistic that ERFi¢
will gurner strong suppon from it
members, Dutson harbors no illu
sions about the gravity of the situa-
tion. “We would like to work out a
plan with the mayor’s office th:
would be a better alternative t
closing heliports. But the industr_
has already made concessions with
little give from the other side. If our
best efforts fail, we would have t
consider litigation as our final of
tion,” he said. “But that's the at__:
solute last thing in the world we'd
want to do. In any case, it's going to
cost money, lots of money, which i
another reason for our voluntar
dues assessment.”

)
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1 eim Church iERHC s IFR Committee chalrman. reported thal the
. committee’s work 1o lower the required weather minimums for alternate
- ;airports for IFR helicopter operations will soon bear fruit, He anticipates

that FAA will issue an NPRM on the subject before the end of the year

: and-after. the customary comment poriod he expects to seo the final
- rule by next spri - e

spring. - - oz e s
" Church also sald he had anended what he eonsldered a "very bene-
ficial mesting” with new FAA Administrator Jane Garvey. Garvey met

* for'two hours ‘with' the board of directors o6f HAI,-of which Church Is a
* member, *| would fike to think that tms ﬂrst meeting ls the smn ol along
- and open relationship” he sald. .

« FAA plans to run another test of a ponion of the pfoposed helicopter
GPS route system between Boston and North' Carolina, according to a
report by Tom-Salat, who was unable to attend the meeting. Expected
to start in November Is a trial of the route between Baltimore and

. Philadelphia, According to Salat's report, a 25-nmi section of the route
. systemi along tha Hudson River-between the Tappan Zee Bridge north

of New York City @nd the Verrazano Narrows Bridge to the south—cre-

" ated a problem with obstacle clearance because of the narrowness of

‘the available airspace near Manhattan, The problem was solved by .
designating this section of the routa as an approach segmem for the -
purposes of GPS navigation. - :
+ The 120-day test program lnvolving Boston and New York Centers to
establish a procedure whereby helicopters operating IFR were permit-
ted o fly when the waather is reported below fixed-wing IFR minimums,
but above helicopter IFR minimums, has been completed and was suc-
cessful. The procedure ls now pohcy and wﬂl evenlually be applied na-
tionwide. : RS
*» Steve Gray ERHC boar member and chnef pilot of Kaystone Heli-
‘copters, reported that his company has recelved approval for-a non-
precision GPS-approach to.a hospltal helipad in Sayre, Pa. The

.. procedure was designed by ST1 Technologies. However, because the -

“approach is private, it is classified as a special approach procedure -

. -and s not included in the normal database supplied for GPS equip-
" . meént. Others may use the approach, but must contact the owner for
‘the specifics.

- $25,000. -4

Cost of the approaeh 1rom design to approval, was about

* Gray said he has e?;uested that the Cnmmonwaanh of Pennsyivama -

-fund 200 GPS. approaches‘in the stats. Pennsylvania is ong of six
- -States glven responslbllny ior allocabon of federal funds for. transporla-

tion use, ¥t <
* Ron Rebor ot Bell Helloopter Textron and Roban Torgerson of Boeing

. pave a short briefing on the  progress of the Bell: Boeing 609 civil tittro-
- tof. Asked’ about the aircraft's noise footprint-a subject clearly on the
: mlnds of those present~Reber sald the 608 was oxpected to be about
a8 loud ds a'medium-size-helicopter. 8
" -+ Jay McGowen, manager of Wall Street Heliport and EHHCs VFR
. committee chairman, sald a Continental Alrlines 737 captain has been

LR gt T

-granted approval to. fly customers and advertising banners in boat-

" pulled parasalis at altitudes up 1o 1,000 ft over New York Bay and 500 #

over the Hudson River; he promises to provide constant traffic advi-
sories. Also, pllots can expect to encounter laser-light displays during
lndays lastyedr the lights were placed on top of the World Trade
Center: and Empiré State buildings. McGowen' also' said lie expects to

~ see unmanned geda.l vehicles, UAVS, flying over NYC. Within five years;, -

FAA Eastern ‘Reglon’ Issued a draft advisory circular on the subject. -

" =" HAI operations’ departmam asslstant Scott DiBiaslo’ wuuonad that
.. congress is becoming more’ “and more Involved In local airspace’is-
.-sues. He'also said FAA has lssued a draft of ; an advlsory circular: (AC
-150-5390-2A) deahng wmlhehport design that wilt *make it economi-
.~ "cally infeasible to ‘maintaln hieliports In New York City” In‘a nutshell, the
" AC takes hehpon requirements for transpon-mtegory helicopters and
. adopts them for general use; for.example, the minimum space require-

-mént is'increased by 400 percent DiBlasio sald FAA has agreed to
consnder HA neerns before releaslng the AC for pubhc review. Q
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.Letter to the Editor

To the editor:

In response to your article “En-
emy Territory,” Nov. 19:

Community opposition to he-
licopter overflights comes not
only from Manhattan - this a
multi-borough fight. ’

Liberty Helicopter’s new routes
limited to the Hudson River are
hardly “successful” for West Side
residents living near the Hudson
or for folks visiting waterfront
parks there. Nor were West Siders
consulted about the change,
brokered through Brooklyn Rep.
Ed Towns’ office and the Eastern
Region Helicopter Council
(FRHC). The way the ERHC
“works with the community” is by

pitting one neighborhood or bor-

ough against another, to benefit
the industry.

The - Helicopter  Noise
Coalition’s recent helicopter noise
readings of 94 decibels at
Rivergate are mirrored by the
city’s own recent findings of over
90 decibels at a Roosevelt Island
residence and the city’s 1995 En-
vironmental Impact Statement
which recorded equivalent read-
ings for locations near the East
34th Street Heliport (sustained
noise over 85 decibels causes per-
manent hearing loss!).

Residents and hospital patients
near the East 34th Street Heliport
should prepare for a renewed on-
slaught of helicopter noise, fumes
and threats to safety when heli-

FHwve p37F

‘copter traffic is rerouted there fol-

lowing the city’s closing of the
East 60th Street Heliport by year’s
end.

While 1 was ultimately
reinvited and did attend the Heli-
copter Master Plan Technical Ad-
visory Committee meeting on
Nov. 20 at EDC, the public and the
press were barred from this meet-
ing, in violation of the New York
State Open Meetings Law. This
law mandates that meetings held
by government or quasi-govern-
mental bodies, which are funded
by public dollars to discuss issues
of public policy, must be open to
the public. S

Joy Held
President
Helicopter Noise Coalition
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noisy
By Alec MacGillis |
The Brooklyn Papers .

Brooklynites who feel besieged by
noisy helicopter traffic this week had a
chance to air their complaints to those in
charge of addressing the problem citywide
— but most went home with their tempers
still whirring. A

The city’s Economic Development Corpora-
tion, which is creating a master plan for heli-
ports and helicopter traffic in the city with the
world's most whirlybirds, held its second of
three public information meetings Tuesday
night at Borough Hall. The EDC'’s technical ac-
tion committee for the helicopter issue is trying
to devise ways to regulate helicopters — some-
thing the city has little formal authority to do. -

Robert Grotell, an engineering consultant

. hired by the EDC, answered questions written
on cards by a volatile crowd of several dozen
people. Two points of great relevance to resi-

See COPTER NOISE on page 4

dents of western Brooklyn who "
must deal with heavy heli-
copter traffic emerged in
Grotell’s responses:

First, the city is strongly
considering closing down the
heliport it owns at East 60th
Street in Manhattan, which is
used primarily by corporate he-
licopters.

As Imogen Taylor, an aide
from state Sen. Martin Con-
ner's office, pointed out, that
move will likely bring many
more helicopters to the Down-
town Manhattan Heliport
(DMH) near Wall Street, the
takeoff site closest to Brooklvn
Heights.

Asked after the ‘meeting
about this possible result of
closing the 60th Street heliport,
Grotell said a large percent of
the traffic to 60th Street would
likety move to the nearest alter-
native heliport, at 34th Street.

Earlier in the meeting,
though, Grotell had said that
the city was trying to limit the
34th Street heliport to the low
traffic levels it has experienced
ever since the city evicted Is-
land Helicopter from the heli-
port — once the busiest in the
world — in October.

It is quite possible, then, that
the corporate traffic would
move to the Port Authority-
managed, state-of-the-art DMH
heliport — which, as Taylor
pointed out, is operating only at
26 percent capacity and is car-

Dec.5-tt, v997
Pages |+ H

rying a heavy debt. Indeed, Is-
land Helicopter found its ‘way
to DMH after leaving 34th
Street, and partly as a result of
that, DMH’s traffic went up 55
percent this September, com-
pared to last September.

Second, and more positively,
the much-dreaded helicopter-
repair facility planned for the
Brooklyn Navy Yard is no clos-
er to becoming a reality.
Grotell said that the potential
builders of the facility have not
responded to a May letter from
the city which informed them
that their environmental assess-
ment statement was inade-
quate.

Other good news for heli-
copter complainants through-
out the city — except for those
living on the extreme West
Side of Manhattan — is that
operators of tourist helicopters
have agreed not to fly over land
anymore. Most of the tourist
helicopters now take off at the
West 30th Street heliport, fly
north along the Hudson’s east-
ern shore (thus irritating West
Siders) and then fly back south
closer to the New Jersey shore.

For Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods, this means that the only
helicopters now flying over-
head should be only corporate
ones and the occasional media
and police ones. All television
news helicopters are based in
New Jersey, and, according to
Grotell, scheduled copter trips
to the New York airports
stopped in 1994.

As far as Brooklyn residents
in the audience were concerned,
even without the tourist traffic
the noise is excessive. “What
right do these people have to
come in my house and wake up
my granddaughter?” demanded
Henry Street resident Joseph
Igneri. “When a kid’s got a
boom box or a guy’s got a
lousy muffler, they give them a
summons, but these people can
just say ‘drop dead’.”

Igneri also noted that data
given out by the EDC indicated
that they had placed a noise
monitor on his roof, as he had
volunteered to let them do —

“but he said the monitor was

never actually installed.

And Vinegar Hill resident
Nicholas Evans-Cato said that
one day last month, four heli-
copters had flown over Hudson
Street in the.space of only 10 to
15 minutes. “Normally I hear
one or two a day, but that many,
that’s just excessive,” he said.

According to preliminary
data collected at two different
sites in Brooklyn Heights, -
Grotell said, corporate heli-
copters (which are typically
Jarger and louder) were produc-
ing decibel levels in the low
80’s in the Heights. That means
a passerby would perceive the
noise as almost three times as
loud as the normal, 65-decibel
noise level in the area.

The EDC’s literature also.
said that the city has recently
received more complaints from
Brooklyn Heights than. from
any other neighborhood.

To hear some West Siders
tell it, though, Brooklyn
Heights has it easy compared
with what they endure. “We
hear it all day long; we’ve lost
whatever peace we had,” said
Colleen Caron of Chelsea.

“We now feel we'll never
even be able to open the window
in spring. 1t's appalling — why
should we be subjected to this?”
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Public Nuisance: Media Copters

: r:
' Tol\}lt;zg;:ctacl)icopters are pernicious, not styl-
- ish or necessary (‘A Fight for On-Air Su-
" Nov. 9). ,

: ari?kalcj};)’pel\rl Wesi Siders who were awak-
. Ie'ned at 6 A.M. on Nov. 12 by media choppers
’ ihat were ‘‘covering” the transport of the -

Rockefeller Center Christmas tree down the
- Hudson River.

Ask marathon runners buzzed by low-fly- .

- ing news choppers, which had to make four. ..

emergency landings that day.

:.. Ask residents near Central Park who got™

only four hours” sidep for evenings preced-

ing the Garth Brooks concert as helicopters
reconnoitered and who suffered throughout
the event because news helicopters refused
the HBO offer to pool coverage.

Ask beleaguered audience members who
can’thear Shakespeare in the Park or Lin-
coln Center Out-of-Doors because of chop-
pers overhead.

And then ask the media, the Mayor, the
Federal Aviation Administration and the

. Environmental Protection Agency why New

Yorkers_have to be tortured in this way.

. Joy A. HeELp
President, Helicopter Noise Coalition

of New York City
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‘Chopper Study Under Fire

‘Becond Public Hearing Draws Cmtwwm

BY MATTHEW BELSON

i’he second public meeting for the Heliport and Helicopter Master

i;’lan for the City of New York was held last Tuesday, at Brooklyn Bor-
pugh Hall amidst concern from thepublic thatthey contmue“tobeet— '
$luded from the decision making process by the city’s Economic De

velopment Corporation (EDC).
: ““They (EDC) don't want to

. “hear from the public and have

public input on how they’re do-
ing,” exclaims Joy Held, presi-
dent of the Helicopter Noise Coa-
lition.

" * JIn attendance at the meetmg
were representatives from the
city's Economic Development
(Corporation and the consulting

“firm of Edwards and Kelcey Engi-
neers, Inc., hired to conduct the
-city's helicopter and heliport
study.

"- “The purpose of Tuesday's
meeting was an active exchange
of information. We felt we
achieved that goal and - are
pleased with the results,” said

EDC spokesperson Jenmfer'
Wasmer.

“‘Unlike the first public meetmg
'in September, where an opportit-
nity for open dialogue was avail-
able, Tuesday's proceedings were
tightly controlled without an
“open-mike” session. After anup-
date of the study’s findings by
project manager Robert Grotell,
from Edwards and Kelcey Engi-
neers, Inc., and EDC spokesper-
son Shlrley Jaffe, members of the
public were asked to submit their
questions on index cards, which
were thenread and answered out
loud.

“There were parnal answers
“and no answers,” said Held fol-
lowing Tuesday's meeting. “This.
‘was not a dialogue with the pub-
lic: They found a way to keep us
from speaking at this meenng but
they will not silence us.”

Elected officials and groups

like the HNC, local community |.

‘boards whose nexghborhoods are
directly affected by helicopter :
overflights and nearby heliports,
expressed concern over the lack
of timely notification for these .
two public meetings organized by
the EDC and what is perceived to
be a one-way flow of information.

- 4] attended both meetings and
I would say overall that the city is |

makmg a pretense of taking pub-

,_,......._.,sununeeu,page.s_,_
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 lic mput » pxplains Susa¥’
-Branagan, deputy counsel for
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney. “We !
. were not officially notified until
 the day before the meeting. Maté-’
. tials that were necessary from i m‘
- felligent input were sent out fn |
the mail only the day before. The
m&etmg itself was very txghtly
F eontrolled, ‘There was no ex-
:'ghange between EDC.and per-
: sons attending, there was negﬁ-
L gible opportunityfor input.” g‘»
“If the city really wants pubﬁn .
input and review, why not publicize
"the meetings? Why not get an ac-
: tual understanding of the problem,‘
*:ather than a small sample takén-
- only from those attending the ox;ge ‘

fpoorly publicized meetmg"'

ouahty of Survey Queshoneﬂ

- The method by which noxSe
~samp1es were taken, of nelghbor- .
“hoods affected by helicopter
noise, has drawn sharp criticism
from the community. The Comm- {
nity Participation Queshonnau”es
handed out at the EDC’s first pub:
lic meeting in September were
used to determine where nofse
monitors could be most effectively

*placed. A summary of the master ,
plan available at Tuesday’s meet

ing mentioned that“. dmcussx
with the EDC, the study’s Tech!

“cal Advisory Committee, in(h
vidual residents, various Manhat- -
tan and Brookiyn communiity

! boards, and the Brooklyn Helicop- |
ter Task Force ..

" were also in-
-cluded in assessmg where to place
-these noise monitors. :
A total of 14 monitoring sites
were selected —the four heliports
and 10 remote sites which in-
.cluded Brooklyn Heights,
-Roosevelt Island, Battery Park
City Esplanade, and Riverside
.Park at West 86th Street. The

-~OVER =
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BbC mﬂacfeﬁ 75 ﬁmmfrom
tesidents of neighborhoods 4F:

fected by hehcopter overflights

33(()1 heliport noise compared to

surveys collected from heli-

Ecopter users.
,E: “If they were serious about

{their public survey they would
ot hand them out at meetings,
ﬁxut would send them instead to

: f‘butlon and place ads h the pa
Fper,” said Held. :

% - Surveys collected by the EDC
$at Tuesday's public meeting have
tincreased by more than 300. The
fmonitoring of noise emanating
from helicopter overflights and
their operations at the four- city

through Oct. 19.

' “This week is traditionally the
‘ uslest time of the year for heli:
E.copter traffic,” explains EDC
Lspokesperson Wasmer “We have
“hired these consultants who are
vexperts in this field and we be-

ieve their analysis is very com:
-prehensive.”
% Since the week-long monitor-
~mg period in October, helicopter
“traffic patterns have shifted from
ithe East River over to the West
"Side where a voluntary “Hudson
SRiver Exclusion” zone up to 1,100
feet has been established by heh
\copter _operators. Sightseeing

EIhghts are now limited to flying-

sover water and fly northbound
ea.bove the Hudson River along the
"Manhattan shoreline and then
I"southbound closer to New J. ersey.
The East 60th Street heliport,
fwhich is city owned, is slated for
closure in February.
- While residents on the East

Side applaud the reduction in lo-
eal helicopter activity the resi-
~dents of Chelsea and Clinton no-

tice an increase in helicopter
overflights and heliport activity.
~ “We hear the tourist helicop-
Iters all day long,” says Colleen

is- | erators from returning to the origi-

hehports was conducted during a | ods
‘one-week period from Oct. 13| .

T

"Caron from the West 400 Block A< |

and West 23rd Streets. “We have
essentially lost whatever peace we
-had in the neighborhood.” -
Although the helicopter indus-
try operators have voluntarily al--
tered their sightseeing patterns,
flights over land continue and
there is nothing to prevent the op--

nal flight paths. Most of the larger
helicopters flying directly over-
head are corporate helicopters |
based in New Jersey and Long Is-
land. The local television net-
works “news choppers” have also
been criticized for loitering over
clty nelghborhoods for long pen

“In terms of hovenng hehcop :
ters, our-experience has been that
they are mainly news hehcopters
| based in New Jersey,” -explains,
Grotell. “There are no formal
guidelines that news media heli- -
copters must adhere to other than
all applicable FAA regulations.”
The recent Helicopter Noise
Control and Safety Act, introduced
in Congress as legislation by Rep.
Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Jerrold
Nadler, and Rep. Edolphus Towns,
would empower the FAA to regu-
late and restrict helicopter flight
operations. The Maloney-Nadler-
Towns bill “may include curfews on
the numbers and times of helicop-
ter operations, restriction on the
types of helicopters used and any
other restrictions on helicopter op-
erations that may be necessary to
protect pul lic health and welfare.”
The scheduled closure of the
East 60th Street eliport and the re-
duction of activity at East 34th
Street means that air operations
at the Downtown Manhattan and
West 30th Btreet heliports have in-
creased. And so have the noise
complaints by West Side residents.
“Clinton has solved its prob-
lem but Chelsea has inherited.

rthis proklem,” - says Cheryl.

Kuppet, presidint of the Cdtnct
$ociation for West 21st, West-22nd, +0f Chelsea Block Associations,

:who attended Tuesday's meet-
ing. “It takes more than a month
fo deal with an issue. I think it
was dane deliberately to move
the _tourist routes over the

Hudson River this fall when

people are inside. What about

-the noise in the spring and sum-

“mer when people will be opemng
their windows?” - .-
'Even with a Techmcal Advi-

-sory Board (TAC), composed of 20

members from the helicopter in-
dustry as well as community
board representatives, there are

-still feelings of isolation and con- |

fusion over the goals and work-

{.ings of the city's Heliport and He-
licopter Master Plan which is.
 supposed to be completed m‘

March, 1998.
“The worst thmg the "EDC
and the consultants did was to

sell this document as a master.
plan,” says JoAnn Macy, past’

chair of Community Board Four
and its representative on the

TAC. “A master plan is always,

thought of as something coming
at the end of a project. This

| document is the beginning, a

study and’ analysxs It's a shame
that the city is not workmg

-more closely with the Helicop-
ter Noise Coalition. They have a -

wealth of data they have been
eollecting smce the fall of
19957 -

Ma.nhattan Borough Pre51dent
Ruth Messmger s Helicopter Task
Force also feels excluded from
the lines of communication with
the EDC and prevented from tak-

'ing part in the two TAC meetings

held so far.

“The master plan is shutting
out the people who are most af-
fected by the this problem and
the people with the most experi-
ence dealing with the problem,”

says Lisa Daglion, press secretary
Yor Messinger. “The majot con-'

M L S o
verii that we have is that mforma
tion fIows only one way. We have
asked to be represented on fhe
TAC which was denied and ﬁhe
city refused to send people to our.
task force meetings.”

- Under this sharp criticism, the
EDC believes it hasbeen mclu-f
sive of the public and elected offi--

‘cials in the dlscussmns of the
master plan. o

““The community boards ire '
actxvely involved in the TAC," ex-
plains Wasmer. “All of our mfor—
mation has been presented to fhe
commumty inlayman’s terms® -

“Rep. Maloney disagrees. & -

**Lam dismayed that the public
has notbeen adequately included
in the process,” says Malodey:
“And T am disturbed that the city .
'has not appointed an elected Bifi-

-{ cial to the Technical Advisory

-Committee for the city's Helicop--
ter Master Plan. That's why the
bill I introduced into Congress te- -
quires public comment, to pro-
tect the public from thls kmd of
exclusmn L

When asked how an mdmdual
citizen could get involved and
voice any concerns, EDC spokes
person - Wasmer. commented
“They can call the EDC and the
Manhattan and Brooklyn Heli-
copter Task Forces. We are seek
ing to work together.” >

+ Not -according to Joy Held
president of the Hehcopter N(nse
Coalition.

“We are senously consxdermg
a lawsuit regarding the lack of
public participation in the plan,
says Held. “We regret resortmgto
the law to get the city to bere-
sponsive to commurﬂty cnn
cerns.”

A third public meeting for t.he
Helicopter and Heliport Master
Plan will occur, but as Wasmer ex-
plains, “A date has not been
scheduled but will be soon so we
can assure that notices will be

H v <
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Year In Review
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HeLicopTER Row StiLL FLIES ‘

The battle over helicopter traffic over the city l
reached new heightsin 1997. The formation of a grass-
roots group opposed to all non-emergency helicopter
flights, the fatal crash of a Colgate-Palmolive company
helicopter at the East 60th Street heliport last April,
and the introduction of a federal bill to give the FAA
power to regulate the industry, combined to keep the
helicopter issue on the front burner. ®

Last February, the group known as the Helicopter
Noise Coalition of New York City, was formed to fight
what its members calied the health
and safety risks caused by helicopter
flights. The coalition, which is suing
the city to fully close the East 34th
Street heliport, wants to ban all non-
emergency flights over the city.

Safety concerns pitched last April
when the Colgate helicopter crashed
and new efforts to close the East 60th
qand the East 34th Street heliports
were launched.

. Last August, the city kicked out
National/Istand Helicopter from East
34th Street and the Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which ownsand
manages both sites, gave control to
Johnson Controls (a.k.a American
Port Services).

Legislative efforts moved ahead in 1997 as East Side
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, along with other
representatives, introduced a bill to Congress {0 give
the Federal Aviation Administration teeth to regulate
the helicopter industry.

Another bill in the works would reopen the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s office of noise abate-

ment to address the issue of helicopter noise.
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Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney gkged the ‘FAA ihis H
this year to begin regulating helicop}er traffic over cities. ” ‘
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The Heliport
Debate Rages On

'Fo the Editor:

FDC stands alone in approving
their conduct of the NYC Heliport
and Helicopter Master Plan
Study (“Chopper Study Under
Fire,” Dec. 11-17):

1. The noise monitoring com-
ponent is hardly comprehensive.
Only three of the 14 sites moni-
tored were at people’s homes,
and only one of these residences

bordered a river - hardly a com--

prehensive sample of the helicop-
ter noise residents in the five bor-
oughs are experiencing.

9. Telling the industry when
and where noise monitoring
would take place enabled the in-
dustry to alter flight paths to
avoid noise measurements (as
the industry has done many times
in the past when they knew of

Tanrn 11— T, 19 9K
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scheduled community site visits).

3. As only a handful of the city's
community boards and no elected
officials or Helicopter Task Force
representatives sit on the Techni-
cal Advisory Committee (TAC),
the TAC is hardly inclusive.

4. Barring the public and the
press from observing TAC meet-
ings violates the New York State
Open Meetings Law.

Nor can the community derive
comfort from the new sightseeing
routes. Helicopter sightseeing
flights purportedly limited to fly-
ing over water are routinely seen
above West End Avenue and Riv-
erside Drive. And those that do
stay over the Hudson still disrupt
the lives of nearby residents.

The mayor also appears to be
having trouble keeping his word
regarding the closure of the East

Hwe p38&3

§0th Street Heliport and the
promised 30-40 ‘percent reduc-
tion in helicopter traffic in NYC.
Originally the mayor announced
his intention to close the East
60th Street Heliport immediately
following the horrible crash there
last April. Then the deadline for
closure was extended to the end
of the year. Now the proposed
closing is slated for February.
What is the mayor waiting for?
Why doesn’t he close the heliport
now and give the beleaguered
nearby residents and workers
some relief? Actually, the longer
he delays, the more members join
the Helicopter Noise Coalition to
protest all city heliports and all
non-emergency helicopter flights
in and over NYC. We call on the
mayor to heed community protest
against this intrusive industry. .
. Joy A.Held
President, Helicopter Noise
Coalition
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lzcopterActmty*’byCorey Kulgannon ey

jn May of 1977, heheliport atop the Met ;- P
Life building was closed after the blade ;-

from a New York, Airways he‘hcopter flew

“off, killing five on the landing pad and a‘
fcmale pedesman on Madison-Avenue. g
Ever since, antizchbpper folks have
+Peen railing about the dangers of hehcop?
=ger traffic abovethe cityzWith last week’s;

crash at the West 30th Street hehgort anti¥ -

shopper sentiment isheightened anew: ¥
~ On New Yeat’s Eve, a Liberty Slght
$eeing Tours helitoptes hit a building ‘at:
the heliport while landing. There were A
serious m)unes, “but anti- hehcopteﬁ
~groups say the incident further proves th%
danger of choppers and, that, next timeg
;tgey won’t be so lucky -
<", As far as the East Side’ goes hehcopter ’
‘“trafﬁc has decreased. Since National He-
licopters was evicted from the East 60th
“Street Heliport last summer, most of thé
" tourist flights are run by Liberty from-the
West 30th Street heliport. The East River
is 0o longer a flight route.
But Upper East Side actwlsts are still

worned with whirligigs.

57

“It’s just an indication of the kind of !

danger we’re exposed to every day,” said
Joy Held, president of the Helicopter Noise
Coalition of New York City. Held lives sev-
eral blocks north of the 60th Street heli- -

- port.

An April 15 crash Near the East 34th
Street hehport killed a Colgate-Palmolive
executive and injured several other pas- -
sengers. After that crash, the city said it
would close the heliport 30 blocks upe -
town. Cynics said the politically correct .
-decision was actually necessitated by~
nearby construction on the FDR Drive
and on Roosevelt Island’s Southtocwn»;,

pm)ect o
. Held, whose group is suing to close the A

_East 34th Street Heliport because of noise -
nuisance and insufficient permits, com- -
" plained that the mayor did not fulfill his .
AxpnIprormse to close.the 60th Street He-
liport by the end of the year and to reduce
hehcopter activity by 30 to 40 per cent in
the city. - 5

A favorite method of ‘travel for th& :

Hamptons-bound set, and time- strappecf
fgxecutives, heli copter, travel is in ever- in-
treasing demand. . :

1.

. t0 be proved right orfiis 3T

rgw:th its:high= ~density. populanon."‘

,g‘,’,there Maybe the pilot was rushmg back*-
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: %2 uick, Before It 5 T 00 Late, Say thrhgzg Womers, Clamp Down on Czty s

pag

Recently, th&:nyxel% mt for -

- %aroposals to re ﬁ?ﬁ ‘Street -
cility with-a large, modern heliport at";
?er 76 at 36th Street. A $344,000, FAA-*.
unded helicopter master plan’ ¢ommis-"

"iloned by the. c1tys E¢onomic Develop- *
- #nent Corporation; is'scheduled to be re-. -

Jeased in the- ‘upcoming months. Held

: "iomplamed of'alack'of  community. mput >

n what she called “a blueprint forheh-:

~ & Xopter traffic for the next 20 years.” - ’-,i

Y

#:  “We have hundreds of thousands o
Hlight§a year over Manhattan. All it take
is one helicopter crashing into a high- nsc
;power lines or a highway,” said Held;

“:. 7:f We're not fear-mongers — we’ re talkin

“about the realm of possibility” The, 60th
Street landing pad, she warned, is awfully*
close to neighboring hxgh -rises. - - &

“Do we have to wait for-the next catas. -

clysmic event before we do something -
about thx§, orareye going totake the pres
ventatxvcmepsnw?” sheisaid. “We dep’t-
want 10 say; ‘1 to]d d you 50.*We don’t wamt
s
. .~ Held, who makes it her busmess to
_ﬁlomtor such things, said newspapers did -
Eﬁot cover two other crashes, into the
I_ston River'on Aug. 13 and 14 and fo;._u

‘fergency landings during swarming he-

icoptér traffic over the New York Gn

$ 4% _arathon. . 3 7
+"There’s an awful lot going on th;t,.:

";’;\eople don’t kiiow about,” said: Held, who .-

“dcan list the deadly helicopter crashes that

i‘Qccur every few years. “With this vo
gf hehcopter traffic you have over thé; fy :

Ve .T-E

okmg at a major dxsa.sten 2

aunsts wamng ;ia lme ovm-

~for more customers and cornmg intoland-
oo fast.” 7
;v Indeed, Liberty spokesman Patrick Day .
_said business booms: during Christmas
week, but he blamed the crash on “prob-.
@bly a strong gust of wind.” : -
“It was a one in a mzlhon,sh.ot, sa.td- :
Day He. ca.lled the c:ash “a. fender bender

e -

-v;

.ﬁ.

EASTSIDE nesmsﬁr

W’?{_ﬂf e

¢£ . e gy

JanUary 1 S?T'QQB

- ‘4-“

%huafy 7=

~¢ ':;".j—

{ N el
\-.\_; HEROTS .‘\}kgﬁ,,‘w"

; %’g dovﬁap mﬁ?ﬁs‘)éxagmmde,
»Bng’t didn’t even warrant fo]low-ﬁp
Tews stories. “No one got hurt, 150

e

“~there wasn’t much too tell> W .

Day said pllots must have log,
2,000 of hours air time to be hlrédr
- and in fact, most Liberty pilots ha%
.accrued more than 4,500 miles. - E

“These guys are pros,” said Dai .

-adding that many Liberty pilots a
or have been in the military. “They’

have extensive training — most have .

. airport transport licenses.”
Crosswind landings are part 01'
" the prescribed training for obtamln_.g
a commercial pilot’s license, as are study

Day said the pllot involved in lajt .

flying experience. “There were very:
gusty winds that day,” he said, adding

- that the crash was a first for the com-
/pany,

which runs charters..and
sightseeing flights, " "y« ne?

-

. of meteorology and evaluation of weatha .
-conditions. - o

- week’s crash was a civilian with 10 years



9"

d“yodijoH

19943S 4109 Ise3 Sulwiojsueary’

wm_:vo 21015 01 a2e[d ou 24y OoyMm SID
‘.uaBe L115 01 aqejIeAR IsNOYI.IEM AQIESU
"® pue jled uolfiaed 3yl 1apun adeds

usin

‘91 2YeLU 0) {935 OS[€ UONINJOSII Y]

ead $0]

11 35012 Ajeuy 03
A ayp 22105 01 ysme] e Suapisuod st
[2MYM 410K MIN JO UOTIEOT) ISION 13)
-dodijay a1 Jo aduedouue ay 0) Yonw

1d 0

e

“a3ramoy ‘uado qos m,_ 1ioday Sy -

LR

‘2,661 Jo pua 3y 4q 110d a1,

asop 01 DA 2y paysnd [udy 1sef 110d
-113Y 241 1E aarjow|ed-21e3{00) £4q paumo
aa1doorjay Auedwod e jo yseo jergy v
. ‘resodoad ayy
uo asuodsai e uaaid 1a{ 10u sey “aodijay
19218 Y109 "J 2Y3 sumo ydiym ‘uones
-odiop 1uawdolaasq drygouodry ayL
«'S[eap a1esa ear ur dn’
1odiay ayi Butd: jo peajsul aajj0 siy) uo
dn sn oye1 Loy1 adoy 3y, ‘uonnjosais,g
pieog Lnunuiwo) 1toddns fim L115 o
sadoy “yied ZInydg [1e7) JO UONBZI[RIL
QUI Ul [BIUDWINIISUL SEM OUYM Y4B
"0 1[Ing peai[e 10U SEAIE JUOIYI1EM
M3J 3y} JO U0 Os[e SI 1] "pue] 3]qesn Jo.
sa1oe g Inoqe sey £[uo n pres g pleog
Amunuiwo) “ted enua) Supnpxyg
. « pueped jo
junoute 1samMo| 2y1 pue £315 ay3 ur uon
-erndod fisuap 1soyBiy oy aaey o,
‘g pieog Anunwuwion) jo iakepy wiue
ptes ,‘aoeds uado 1oy paau dyqnd
9yl 9a13s pue puej suy aaey o1 Liu
-njaoddo onbrun pue ares st siyp,
. jaed apig ey
1add) mau e 105 apise 13s aq [[m “98p1rg
12201§ YIGG 2Y) 01 Yaed UOljlaRd 21

N

puodaq speueidss 3yl Jo pus a1 woyy
f11adoad aypy feme Ly simdooiay sy
3ouo 1eyl adoy siapesy Hrunwwo?) -

“{|empaeoq pue ‘325 ‘ssead uaaid
11103 umouy| 2q Aj[enyuaaa few 1rodyay
192115 Y109 ISEF Y3 ‘s|jegmous uonnj
-053. p4eoq ATunuiwod Juadal g1 ing

. . “ueneyuepw

Jano sy Sy amdodrjay Houabiswa-uoy e
ueq o1 143y Jutouo sy pue yserd 193
-dodijay € yam pajedosse usaq sey i

NOLLONLLYT 30t SBddOH9




g

VOoL. 27, NO. 7 ® JANUARY

CHOPPER SQUABBLE

To the Editor:

Thank you for including the heli-
copter problem in your yearly review
(“East Side Year In Review - Helicop-
ter Row Still Flies,” 12/31/97).

It is the city that owns the East 60th
Street and East 34th Street heliports
(as well as the Downtown heliport at
Wall Street and the East River) and
American Port services that manages
both these sites. The Economic De-
velopment Corporation neither owns
nor operates heliports.

The recent helicopter crash at the
West 30th Street heliport (a state-
owned facility) New Year’s Eve gives
added urgency to community efforts
to ban non-emergency helicopter
traffic here. Despite mayoral prom-
ises last April to close the East 60th
Street heliport and decrease city he-
licopter traffic 40 percent, that heli-
port remains open and helicopters
continue unabated to disturb and
endanger city residents, workers and
visitors alike.

Joy A. Held, President
Helicopter Noise Coalition
' of New York

H w < Psgé
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~ The Metro Section

&he New ﬂmk Times

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1998 BS

|
| WNBC Gets Quieter Copter

. Thetelevision news operation of
WNBC, Channel 4, said this week
that it had leased a new helicopter
designed, in part, to address the
noise complaints of many New York
residents.

The large television stations in
New York are locked in a competi-
tion over helicopters, which are
heavily touted in their on-air promo-
tions as news-gathering tools. But a
growing number of neighborhood
groups criticize operators of helicop-
ters, including television stations, for
increasing levels of noise over resi-
dential areas. Paula Walker Madi-
son, WNBC'’s vice president for news;
said the station was sensitive to

neighborhood concerns and that the
new helicopter is faster, safer and,
“about as close to silent as a helicop-
ter can get.”

The $4 million helicopter, an
EC135, has a noise level of about 81.6
decibels. That compares to 87.5 for
the previous helicopter, an Astar 350,
which costs $1.5 million, according to
Aerial Films Inc., which leased both’
helicopters to WNBC. Both helicop- -
ters are made by American Euro-
copter of Dallas.

Ken Sanborn, president of Aerial
Films in Morristown, N.J., said the
new copter has an enclosed tail rotor,
which greatly reduces noise and pre-
vents birds and other foreign objects
from disrupting the rotor.

But some neighborhood groups are
still not impressed. Joy Held, founder
of the Helicopter Noise Coalition of
New York City, which has helped or-
ganize protests over helicopter noise,
said that prolonged exposure to noise
above 80 decibels could still induce
hearing loss. i
-ANTHONY RAMIREZ

Hwve p38§
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City Wins Right o Restrict
-_HebcopterI-'lzghts .
‘Page & -

I:-e—brucv\a(, Ao-xL, (998

news

Matter of Tlme

Court Says Czty Can Regulate When, Not Where, Helicopters Can
Fly, Appealis Likely byleo Jakobson :

\ federal court ruled Wednes

day the city has the right to

restrict ﬂ1ght operations at the
heliports it owns.

“'The lawsuit, which pitted the

city against the holders of fran-

was a mixed one, East Side Council-
man Andrew Eristoff said he was
vcry pleased” with the ruling. .
“Thecity can regulate most as-
pects of heliports,” Eristoff said.
“The court said the city, as land-

- Afederal court ruled this week to allow'the city to
-restrict fate-night helicopter flights, phase out

lord, has the right to
say when the heli-

- ports can be used.™
" Thus, he said,

‘Jate night flights,
" phase outall flights on
H ~ weekends,and ordera
" 47 percent reduction
in the number of
weekday flights.

. Eristoff said he
was troubled by the

Resident

> .
' weekend flights and-haive the number of weekday- - COUTt's ruling that
flights. The citymay not however restrict choppers - . the City cannot re-

to ﬂymg over the rivers instead of land

chises tp run heliports-on city-

owned land, was to determine if
the city had the right to say when
those flights could be made, arid
over what part of the city they
could fly. Previously, only the
Federal Aviation Administration
could regulate helicopters.

« While adrmmng thecity’s v1ctory

strict the hehcopters

- to flying over the riv-

.ersinstead of land. The court also

. refused the city the right to re--

strict certain types of helicopters,

. including a particularly noisy

Sikorsky model, and to make the
heliport owners paint large iden-
tifying numbers on the bottom of
the whirlybirds.

Thereare currently heliports on

4 we P 359

‘the city can restrict

East 34th Street, West 30th Street,
East 60th Street and near ‘Wall
Street. All are on City-owned land.

The case will likely be ap-
pealed 5o no immediate impact

.is lxkely

“People have no peace,” said
Joy Held, president of the New
York City Helicopter Noise Coa-
lition. “I think it makes sense for
'municipalities to have control of
this issue because the FAA cer-
tainly isn’t doing anything to re-
lieve the problems,” .
The coalition, which pushed

. the city to impose the restric-

tions ordered by this week’s rul-
ing, focuses on néise from pass-
ing helicopters, as well as exhaust
fumes and safety. Sightseeing he-
licopters, which fly over parts of
the city as often as every few
minutes, are far more troubling’
than commuter or news flights. _

“Buta hehcopter isa hehcopter,
Held said.

“It sounds like a step in the

nght direction for our commu- .

nity,” agreed Pam Frederick, chair
of Community Board 4, which
getsa lot of complaints from resi-
dents about the noise from heli-
copters.“People on the [Hudson]
River are most plagued by this”

A spokesman from.Liberty
Helicopter, which runs the West
34th Street heliport, did not re-
turn a call for comment at press
time.
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Calling All
Noisehusters

What the city really needs is a posse

FEBRUARY 22, 1998

of sonic bounty hunters. A poster animal

wouldn't hurt, either.

N THE PAST, I'VE ADVOCATED VIGILANTISM

(read “eggs”) as the best weapon against car

alarms and other noise pollution, but clearly

this strategy isnt working. While crime has
dropped, noise complaints to the city have risen
sharply. Noise is easily the most common quality-
of-life lament. City officials have recently in-
creased the fines for noise polluters, but the new
penalties aren’t likely to do much good, either.
Anti-noise zealots require berter weapons. We
must unleash the three most powerful social
forces on the planet today: capitalism, environ-
mentalism and the determination of New York
parents to get their children into the right schools.

The first step is to tum street noise into mon-
ey. The city’s honking horns, unmuffled motor-
cycles and booming stereos represent a vast
mother lode waiting to be mined. On any given
day, it’s probably safe to assume that 10 percent
of the 2.5 million motorists in New York City
honk their horns, which is illegal unless there’s
an emergency. If each of the 250,000 honkers
merely paid the minimum fine, $220, the city
would reap more than $50 million. Add in the
stiffer fines for repeat offenders (serial honkers
can be fined as much as $2,625), plus the revenue
from the many other noise infractions, and the
city could gross $100 million a day, more than it
collects through all its taxes.

But this potential gold mine has been entrusted
to the police, who have no particular incentive to
work it. They’d rather worry about the offenses
that show up as crime statistics. Most precinct
houses, as The Daily News recently revealed,
don’t even have sound-measuring meters. On a
typical day, police throughout the city issue a
grand total of foxr summonses for noise.

“Since the police refuse to give summonses, we
should have the equivalent of meter maids for
noise,” says Arline Bronzaft, a member of the
Mayor’s Council on the Environment and a pro-
minent researcher on the health effects of noise.
“We should have specialists going around the
streets looking for violatons, and maybe a special
noise court like the special court for traffic viola-

tions.” These noisebusters could work out of a
city agency, although it would be more efficient
to contract out the enforcement. The city might
even deputize individual entrepencurs: sonic
bounty hunters. Some of us devoted cranks
would be glad to do the job for nothing.
Noise-abatement needs to be not only profit-
able but also ecologically fashionable. Noise is
by far the most pervasive environmental hazard
in urban areas, a pollutant linked to hearing loss,
sleep deprivation and rises in blood pressure,
cholesterol and stress hormones. Yet it gets no
respect. New York forbids you to smoke even in
a privately owned restaurant with no one nearby,
but in public space you're free to disturb the
peace of thousands of New Yorkers with heli-
copters, sirens, car alarms and radios. Car alarms
are not only legal but also subsidized because of
a state law forcing insurance companies to give
discounts for these devices (even though the

companies question their effectiveness). Envi--

ronmental groups often fret about minuscule

traces of air pollutants and toxic wastes that .

haven’t been demonstrated to cause widespread

health problems, but they have generally ignored

the well-documented impacts of noise.

Environmentalists have, however, crusaded
against one form of noise pollution: man-made
noise in the ocean suspected of disturbing whales
and dolphins. Therein lies a crucial lesson in mar-
keting eco-menaces: We need a poster animal
The only urban animals thus far scientifically
proven to suffer from noise are rats and mice,
which have fatal seizures when exposed to loud
sounds. These animals, unfortunately, do not
make ideal victims. No one will weep if street
noise decimates the rat population. But if we
could demonstrate that a more beloved rodent is
endangered, the Federal Government might force
the ciy to take action. The best strategy would be
to focus on a mediagenic rodent — the squirrel,
ideally a bushy-tailed Cenrral Park denizen whose
life has been shartered by boom boxes.

If the squirrel’s plight isn’t sufficiently alarm-
ing, one sure-fire weapon remains: parental angst.

[Hve p 3 g0

This could be aroused by publicizing research c..
noise and learning disability, especially the classic
studies done among New York children expose
to din from cars, trains and airplanes. In the higl
rise apartment buildings straddling the Manha
tan approach to the George Washington Bridge,
the children living on the lower floors scored
worse on reading tests than did the children abo
them. At an elementary school next to elevat.
train tracks in Inwood, the average reading level
of sixth graders on the noisy side of the schon!
was a full year behind the students on the qui
side; later, after acoustic engineers muffled ¢
train noise, the reading scores on both sides of the
school were the same.

*“Most people don’t take noise seriously b
cause they think you can just get used to it,” sa
Gary Evans, an environmental psychologist at
Comell University who has found that school-
children near airports suffer from reading de
ciencies and impaired long-term memory. “¢ -
the surface, kids exposed to chronic noise do
seem to adapt by tuning it out. But they pay a
price because they become conditioned to ™
out other stimuli t00.”

For New York’s ambitious parents, the impli-
cations of this research seem clear: either move
to a quiet suburb or do something abour 1 :
city’s clamor. No matter how much schem
they do to get into the right public school, no
matter how much they spend on private- school
tuition, their children’s SAT scores are end
gered every time a cabbie honks. The waragai
noise will be won the day a New York lawye:
whose child is rejected by Harvard wins a class-
action suit against a helicopter company — «
even better, collects hefry damages from 2 nei
bor with a car alarm. Until that happy day
though, I continue to recommend eggs. ®

ILLUSTRATION BY KA!
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Revised waterfront bill ready

A new draft of the Hudson River Park
legislation could be introduced in Albany
as soon as early March. Auguring well for
the bill's passage, Assemblymember
Deborah Glick, whose support will be
critical, appears much more favorable to this
version of the bill than the previous one.

The new version incorporates
suggestions made by Cmmunity Bards 1, 2,
4 and 7, regarding the proposed park
between Battery Park City and 59th St.,
including: .

* Three community representatives -
one each from Cmmunity Bards], 2 and 4 -
- will be to the board of directors of the new
Hudson River Park Trust, which is to
versee building and maintenance of the
proposed park. Both the Myor and the
Gvemnor would have veto power over the
authority’s actions.

* Ownership of the park won't be
turned over to the new authority, but would
remain with the city and state, with the state

Prks Dpartment owning the land below

35th St. the city Prks Dpartment owning the
park area above that.

* Piers 40 and 76 have been put into a
special category requiring 80 percent park
use, but permitting up to 100 percent park
use.

* Heliports and transportation to
gambling vessels has been added to the list
of prohibited uses in the park.

* A deadline of Dec. 31, 2003 has been

. set for the removal of incompatible

government uses from the park, including
the sanitation facility on Gansevoort
Peninsula and bus garage on Pier 57.

In an interview, Glick said problems
with the new version uring the legislative
process.

“I think there have been some positive
changes,” Glick said. “I'm glad we didn’t
Jjump at t